Room Planning Guide
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Step 1: ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

Name:

Address:

Phone: E-Mail:

e What are the primary functions of the room (i.e., reading, watching T.V., eating, entertain-
ing, etc.)?

e Will the room have heavy, medium, or light use? (Circle one)

e Who will use the room?

e What did you like or dislike about the items you are replacing? How old are they?

e What items will remain in the room after redecorating?

e What is the type and color of the window treatments?

e What is the type and color of the carpet or floor covering?

e What rooms are adjacent to this room? Give a brief description of each.




Step 2: DRAW YOUR ROOM TO SCALE

Use a tape measure to measure all of the dimensions of your room, then draw it out on the graph paper be-
low using a pencil. (The paper is 1/4” scale. One square equals one foot.) Leave spaces for doors, win-
dows, and other openings. Designate utility outlets with a small circle. Place an “E” in the circle for an
electrical outlet, “C” for cable T.V., and “T” for telephone. Hint: It is easier to take over-all width and
length measurements of the room first, and draw that out. Then go back and take specific measurements
from wall to window frame, between window frames, and so on.

1 SQUARE = IFT



Step 3: ARRANGE YOUR ROOM

Choosing from the template provided, cut out the ones that come closest in size and shape to
your furniture pieces. The width and depth of each is indicated on the template. Unless your
space 1s very limited, don’t worry if the template differs by only 2 or 3 inches. Do this for
existing pieces that you already own and for pieces that you will purchase in the future.

Here are some important things to consider:

Traffic flow. Notice the paths people take into and out of a room, and position furniture so
it won’t block the normal flow. Allow about a 2-foot width (2 squares) for a traffic path.

Focal point. Find an important element—a fireplace, window or a large furniture piece—to
revolve your furniture arrangement around.

Balance. Check to make sure all the heavy pieces are not all in one end of the room. Space
pattern and color around the room, too.

Conversation areas. Be sure chairs are not more than 8§ feet apart for comfortable conver-
sation, and place them so they face each other.

Have fun! Use the planner to rearrange the furniture in ways you never thought of before. It
is a lot easier to move the templates around than it is to move the real thing. You can even
make copies of the floor plan so you can use it for multiple room or settings.
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